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Dear Professor Jackson, 
 
West Cumbrians’ Voice for Health Care is a voluntary organisation whose members have been actively 
engaged for the past twelve months with the West, North and East Cumbria Success Regime and their 
NHS partners. Our aim is to help to find a long-term solution for the current problems in health and 
social care which integrates systems right across the health economy and provides solutions which are 
equitable and sustainable into the future. 
 
We have been made well aware of the difficulties in recruiting and retaining health professionals – GPs 
as well as the consultants and middle-grade doctors needed in many of the disciplines working in our 
local hospital in Whitehaven. 
 
We are excited that UCLan has established a West Cumberland Medical Education Centre and we agree 
with many others that training doctors and other health professionals locally has the potential to 
massively contribute to recruiting and retaining doctors who would like to work in our hospital and 
community. 
 
This would even more be the case when UK students funded through HEFCE could be admitted into the 
UCLan MBBS and Physician Associate programmes. 
 
The recently announced 1500 extra places for medical students by the Secretary of State for Health 
seems like a great opportunity to achieve that ambition. 
 
We would therefore wholeheartedly support your bid to the Secretary of State to attract UK medical 
student places to the Whitehaven Campus.  We firmly believe that training students locally will have a 
positive effect on recruitment and on the long term retention of the health professionals we need. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Jan H den Bak, FRCGP 
Chair  
West Cumbrians’ Voice for Healthcare 
http://www.cumbriansvoiceforhealth.com/ 
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